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KHALIFA FUND
NEWSLETTER

CEO MESSAGE

Dear colleagues, esteemed partners and members,
I’m proud to present our newsletter.

In this edition, we’ll be highlighting Khalifa Fund’s major announcements, putting the
spotlight on our accomplished entrepreneurs and sharing important news regarding the
SME sector in the UAE.

This has been a testing time for SMEs across the world, however, the UAE’'s SME sector
has shown great resilience and adaptability through innovative practices. Despite initial
set-backs, we’'ve seen some promising results delivered by both Khalifa Fund and our
SME applicants.

Over the past year, Khalifa Fund have successfully hosted 78 workshops and 120 training
courses for the benefit of over 1,400 participants. This has taken the organisation’s lifetime
figures to 978 workshops, 824 training courses and over 15,000 participants.

In the latter stages of 2020, we look to further emulate our recent success and continue to
provide integral support to the UAE’s entrepreneurial ecosystem.

| hope you all enjoy reading this edition of Khalifa Fund’s newsletter.

Mouza Al Nasri, Acting CEO

FACEBOG

KHALIFA FUND, IN COLLABORATION
WITH FACEBOOK, AIMS TO TRAIN 1,300
FEMALE ENTREPRENEURS AS PART OF
THE GLOBAL 'SHE MEANS BUSINESS
PROGRAMME

24th June 2020: Khalifa Fund and Facebook have announced the relaunch of She Means
Business, an entrepreneurial education programme for women. She Means Business
supports and trains 1,300 women entrepreneurs through a series of virtual training
sessions, with the aim of equipping participants with a range of skills that will help their
marketing and e-commerce efforts. Read more

KHALIFA FUND ANNOUNCES STATISTICS
FOLLOWING A SUCCESSFUL YEAR OF
ECONOMIC STIMULUS IN 2019

30th June 2020: In 2019 Khalifa Fund activated 79 new loans, totalling 1,170 activated
projects since inception. The new activated loans were valued at AED 50.3 million, totalling
AED 1.32 billion in activated loans since the inception of Khalifa Fund. Read more

KHALIFA FUND LAUNCHES VENTURIST,
AN ENTREPRENEURHSIP SUMMER CAMP
TARGETING 100 STUDENTS IN ABU
DHABI

4th July 2020: Khalifa Fund have announced the launch of Venturist, a two-week
entrepreneurship summer camp in July and August for citizen and resident students aged
10 to 14 and 14 to 18 years old, based in Abu Dhabi. The camp aims at enabling students
to learn essential entrepreneurship skills, including the elements behind starting a
business, problem solving skills, and maximising digital literacy for a marketplace that is
increasingly tech-savvy. Read more

KHALIFA FUND AND ELITE AGRO
ANNOUNCE PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT
TO ENHANCE FOOD SECURITY LEVELS

19th July 2020: Khalifa Fund and Elite Agro, a UAE-based food and agricultural
Investment organisation, announced the signing of a two-year MoU. The MoU between the
two parties has been developed to manage and operate a number of protected farms that
fall under the umbrella of Khalifa Fund, with the aim of increasing their production capacity
and operational efficiency by introducing the use of innovative agricultural technologies.
Read more

1@‘ KHALIFA FUND’S FRANCHISE INITIATIVE
CONTINUES TO SUPPORT UAE SMEs
v EXPAND LOCALLY AND
9xa) @ INTERNATIONALLY

24th August 2020: Khalifa Fund officially announced the completion of the 2019-2020
edition of the ‘Franchise Initiative’, which saw three UAE owned and operated businesses:
Amaryllis Flowers, Rafeeg, and Rolling Wheels, become the latest organisations to benefit
from the long-serving Franchise Initiative, and become ready to expand. Khalifa Fund
provided AED 775,000 worth of monetary savings through the initiative this year, as it
reaches its seventh year of franchising UAE businesses. Read more

ﬂ

KHALIFA FUND ANNOUNCES WINNERS
OF THE VENTURIST ENTREPRENEURSHIP
SUMMER CAMP Khalifa Fund Entrepreneurship

Summer Camp

30th August 2020: Khalifa Fund have announced ‘Go Green’, ‘Tamayez’, ‘Resusbl’ and
‘Eco Den’ as the winners of the Venturist Entrepreneurship Summer Camp competition,
whose concepts focused on environment sustainability and healthcare solutions. Read
more

KHALIFA FUND PARTNERS WITH
AMAZON TO LAUNCH THE E-EMPOWER
PROGRAMME TO SUPPORT SMEs IN ABU
DHABI

9th September 2020: Khalifa Fund announced a new partnership with Amazon, which
aims to support and develop Abu Dhabi-based SMEs. The two entities have launched E-
Empower, which provides interactive eLearning content that will help small businesses
thrive in the digital economy. The new programme will offer tools and insights to SMEs on
how they can expand their businesses via Amazon.ae. Read more

SHAMMA AL ALI

Shamma Al Ali, 25, one of the youngest entrepreneurs in Ras Al Khaimah, never thought
that her mixing, blending and baking skills would be the ones to lead her into the business
world. In 2018, Ms Al Ali approached Khalifa Fund for Enterprise Development for financial
support. “The plan changed from opening a small kitchen to a bakery shop with the help
and guidance from Khalifa Fund business consultants,” she said.

“I worked hard on creating a business plan which took almost a year. In 2019, | received
the approval from Khalifa Fund to go ahead and start my project." Read more

LAYLA AL MULLA, 4@;—
ISRAA ALSAIQAL &
KHAMIS AL SHERYANI

Khalifa Fund for Enterprise Development officially announced the completion of the 2019-
2020 edition of the 'Franchise Initiative', which saw three UAE businesses become the
latest organisations to benefit from the initiative, and become ready to expand.

Layla Al Mulla, Founder of Amaryliss Flowers said, "Khalifa Fund has provided us with the
support we required to make it to the next level of our business operations. In the UAE, our
industry is very competitive, so gaining guidance and mentorship from Khalifa Fund has
helped us propel towards franchising."

Khamis AlSheryani, Founder of Rafeeg stated, "Thanks to the support of the Franchise
Initiative and the ongoing financial support and guidance from Khalifa Fund | was able to
achieve my vision of launching the Rafeeg application, which is becoming a pioneer in the
field of various services, gaining the trust of customers in a short time."

Israa AlSaigal, Co-Founder of Rolling Wheels shared, "With support from Khalifa Fund, |
was able to launch Rolling Wheels, a new concept for children’s entertainment in the UAE.
The first branch was opened in 2017, with there now being two branches in Abu Dhabi."
Read more

EMIRATES WOMAN:
MARWA AL MANSOORI

“Khalifa Fund supported us in making us feel we have a hand to guide us through our
challenging times — | am sure all entrepreneurs do understand what stage | am talking
about,” she says. “The stage where you are still questioning yourself ‘Is my idea good?’.
The Khalifa Fund team really will work with you as they are a part of your company and
make sure to guide you through the hard times.” Read more

UAE SME NEWS AND FEATURES

The National: UAE Cabinet reshuffle Arabian Business: Expo’s District 2020
appoints new ministers and merges announces partnership to help SMEs
departments

District 2020, which looks after the future of
The Ministry of Economy will have three senior Dubai Expo, has announced a partnership with
ministers — Abdulla bin Touq as Minister of Dubai SME and the Mohammed Bin Rashid
Economy, Ahmad Al Falasi as Minister of State Innovation Fund (MBRIF) to support start-ups
for Business and SMEs, and Dr Thani Al Zeyoudi through its Scale2Dubai programme. Read more

as Minister of State for Foreign Trade. Read
more

The National:Abu Dhabi Government The National: Khalifa Fund sees local
ties up with banks to expand SME SMEs recovering to pre-Covid levels by
financing mid-2021

The Ministry of Economy will have three senior The Khalifa Fund for Enterprise Development, an
ministers — Abdulla bin Touq as Minister of Abu Dhabi government agency that backs small-
Economy, Ahmad Al Falasi as Minister of State and-medium enterprises (SMES), expects

for Business and SMEs, and Dr Thani Al Zeyoudi businesses to recover to pre-Covid levels by the
as Minister of State for Foreign Trade.Abu middle of 2021 as they adapt to changing

Dhabi’s department of finance has joined hands consumer demand and economies gradually

with three of the emirate’s top lenders to expand reopen. Read more

the SME Credit Guarantee Scheme. Under the
deal with Abu Dhabi Commercial Bank, Abu
Dhabi Islamic Bank and the country's biggest
lender First Abu Dhabi Bank, the government will
guarantee up to 80 per cent of the value of the
scheme extended to small and medium-sized
businesses, it said in a statement on Thursday.
Read more
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